
Leek Town Council 

Minutes of the Climate Committee held 13th July 2022 at 2pm at the Foxlowe 

 

Chairman: Bill Cawley 

Present: Matt Swindlehurst, Lyn Swindlehurst, Ben Benefer, Sue Coleman, Mark Johnson, Alison McCree 

 

1. Apologies: Sharon Chauveau   Minutes: Denise Wheat, Town Clerk 

 

2. The Minutes of the meeting held on 30th March 2022 were received as a correct record. 

 

3. Matters Arising:  

Jubilee Wood – A discussion was had about moving the Platinum Wood project forward. 

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust do not have tree planting as one of their priorities. They have a plan for 

nature which creates habitats and preserves grasslands. 

Brough Park Nature Reserve has too many trees already as it has not been managed. 

School land was suggested but this would not be allowed for public access. 

The committee would like to accept the offer to visit the Chauveau land if this can be arranged. 

 

4. Bee Friendly Leek / Birch Garden:  

Sculptor Anthony Hammond has been asked for a quotation to create a Bilberry Bee.  The grant 

received from the bee friendly Trust is £300 for an art project.  The committee need to decide to 

ensure he can meet the time schedule for the artwork completion.  Ideas were discussed of site 

locations for the bee and possible other funding streams.  The Birch Garden Trustees may be able to 

help.  SMDC Climate grant was discussed but the project may not fit the criteria. 

 

5. Verges: 

Perennial verge management was discussed.  In the declaration for nature, the County Council 

should commit to managing verges in an environmentally sensitive way.  The committee want a map 

of verge ownership as the current system is not user friendly.  Mark explained the Planning maps on 

the SMDC website as a good place to start with layers of different search criteria.  

The County Council were applauded for trialling areas in the County for no mow.  A mowing plan 

needs to be accessible so that discussions can take place on mowing seasons.   Highways Officer 

Dave Rushton was suggested to ask to help with this. 

There has been no progress reported with the SMDC Green Infrastructure Plan (under the Local 

Plan).  The management of open spaces has been deferred into the SMDC biodiversity strategy.  

SMDC Climate Officer, Gillian Wright could advise the committee on this. 

 

6. Repair Café: 

The café is now open regularly on Saturdays – check dates on website.  The concept is to teach 

people the skills of how to repair their items rather than just a service to mend things for them. 

 

7. Plastic Free Leek: 

Town Council Support. Sally is struggling to use the minutes as evidence as the wording is not 

specific to the application.  The Clerk will relist the item so that it is done to specification at the July 

26th meeting. 

 

8. Haregate Community Planting: 

The planting has gone ahead and is now complete. 

 

9. Swift Boxes: 

The Swift group are short of people willing to go up a ladder to fit the boxes.  There was a 

suggestion to have a campaign to ask if any window cleaners would help put up the boxes.  Mark 

Cocker a famous nature writer is coming to Leek to do a talk.  The funds from this will go to Swifts 

of Leek.  A suggestion for Swift bricks to be included in Planning Specification for new homes as 

they are cheap and make no difference to the houses. 



 

15.15 – Ben Benefer left the meeting 

 

10. Allotments: 

Leeks Allotment strategy.  Ruby was commended for her approach with the Gift Garden where food 

produced on her Allotment is given to people through the food bank. 

Peat free compost was discussed. 

Sue expressed how Leek Allotments are as individual as each allotment holder.  Everyone has 

different styles of gardening 

The leisure activity of Allotments is growing.  The Town Council have a large waiting list of people 

waiting to be allocated an Allotment.  The Clerk has filled all the vacant plots.  The next task if to 

give notice to any holders not fulfilling their contract to make way for people who are eager to have 

an allotment.  The Clerk said she will be writing to all Allotment holders before the end of the year, 

so if the Climate Committee would like to put in some information to promote climate friendly 

methods of gardening, she would be happy to do this. 

 

11. Any Other Business: 

Bill talked about supermarkets selling disposable BBQ’s.  Following the fires on the Roaches in 

2021 he wants to raise awareness of the danger of causing fires.  It was decided that Bill would write 

to the MP to gain the support of supermarkets.   Lanterns with candles were also discussed. 

 

Meeting Ended 3.35pm 


